In this note I desire to add my testimony to the value of performing preliminary tracheotomy in certain operations involving the month, throat, or jaws, and also to describe a simple appliance which I have found from experience to be most efficient in carrying out the principles of this proceeding.
The occurrence of these cases and a knowledge of others leads me to urge that preliminary tracheotomy should be practised perhaps more frequently; and my own experience of this aid to operating in cases which are likely to be attended by haemorrhage into the air-passages has given me confidence in practising it, and also in advising its practice by others.
The two important principles of preliminary tracheotomy in the class of cases referred to may be briefly stated as,?(1.) The prevention of blood passing into and obstructing the air-passages ; (2.) The security of free and proper respiration, together with the safe and convenient administration of an anaesthetic. In addition, I think it is as well that much blood should not pass down into the stomach, as it may cause vomiting, and so interfere with the operation. 
